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Massachusetts Institute of Technology / MA
Reed Colege / OR

Harvey Mudd College / CA

California Institute of Technology / CA
Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering / MA
Middlebury College / VT

Swarthmore College / PA

Greinnell College / IA

United States Coast Guard Academy / CT
O Princeton University / NJ
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Oishi chases shearing title

By STU PIDDINGTON - The Timaru Herald
Last updated 05:00 01,/07/2010

Japan's Shun Oishi has a dream of becoming a
junior champion at the New Zealand Golden
Shears under the guidance of Timaru's Lawrence
Tyree. From Tokyo to Timaru, Japanese shearer
Shun Oishi has shocked his family and friends
with his chosen profession. The 30-year-old works in a North
Canterbury shearing gang but comes to Timaru for training under
local Lawrence Tyree. Tyree spotted Oishi at a show in Rangiora
and believed he had the potential to go all the way. Oishi's dream is
to win the junior title at the prestigious Golden Shears next March.
He hails from Tokyo but went to Germany on an agricultural
exchange sixyears ago where he first tried shearing. Hooked, he
decided to come to New Zealand to try it fulltime and has become
somewhat of an expert in shearing llamas, which he said is totally
different fromsheep. "They just stand up and you work your way
around them."

However, it is in the competitive world of sheep shearing he wants
to make his mark and is already the first Japanese shearer to take a
title in New Zealand when he won at the Mayfield A& PShow.
Tyree offered his services after Oishiwas well beaten atthis year's
Golden Shears. "Lawrence came up to me immediately after the
competition but 1 was cross and didn't wanted to talk about
shearing, but he continued to talk to my girlfriend and here we are."
Oishi said it was the quality of the shearing that had amazed him at
New Zealand's top competition. "I knew | needed to learn more, the
technique, how to hold them and what was the best way to do
things." Tyree said he saw enormous potential in the Japanese
shearer, "who has soft hands". "He's keen as mustard to learn and
his attitude is right so with dedication he could be a champion." The
pair were hard at work practising on George Stevens' Fairview farm
yesterday. Oishi said Japan had less than 10,000 sheep, and none
near Tokyo, so no-one at home could believe he had become a
shearer. "A friend came over and her eyes popped out when she
saw the shearing shed, how it works and the hundreds of sheep that
come in and out."

Oishi said he was really happy with his lifestyle and job. "My
brother Auyumu drives a bus in Tokyo." After finishing a couple of
days under Tyree's gaze, Qishi is going back to North Canterbury.
He is then heading to the United Kingdom to compete in the Royal
Welsh Show before returning to New Zealand for a second crack at
the Golden Shears, where he will be much better equipped to take

on the tough competition.  E2&42#t : IYEO NZ Mieko Cains
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